THE SPREAD OF PRINTING THROUGHOUT
GERMANY

THERE were three establishments capable of turn-
ing out a large book, and in aSl probability also an
uncertain number of smaller shops engaged in print-
ing, before 1462, when the city of Mainz \\ a> thrown
into turmoil by the struggles of rival claimants to
the archiepiscopal power. Fust and Schoeifcr saw in
this an opportunity to develop a new line of profit-
able activity. Two of the principal resource? of the
industry began at this time, the printing of news
and of official business. In 1461 and 1462 both of
these took the form of large broadsides, the printed
matter occupying one side of a full sheet of the ordi-
nary paper of the time, approximately 12 by 16
inches. Ten of these broadsides are now knuwn,
but undoubtedly others wTere printed which have
entirely disappeared. They contained proclama-
tions, announcements> and information published
by direction of the successful archbishop, Adolph
of Nassau, or on behalf of the deposed rival.

The troubles which culminated in the sacking of
Mainz by the victorious soldiery in 1462 added to
the prosperity of the local printers, as in ail later
wars. It is, however, also probable that during the
confusion some of Gutenberg's workmen left him, to
try their fortunes elsewhere. The general spread of
printing to other towns is ordinarily dated from